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For Students Entering Grade 11 

11R: Select and read one of the books on the list below. Complete the graphic organizer on page 2 by filling in 

multiple examples of characterization, conflict, setting, and imagery in order to show your understanding of the 

book’s literary techniques. 

 

11H Select and read one of the books on the list below. Complete the graphic organizer on page 2 by filling in 

multiple examples of characterization, conflict, setting, and imagery in order to show your understanding of the 

book’s literary techniques. In addition, please complete the Supplemental Summer Assignment for English 

11H which will require you to read a second work described in the supplemental assignment. 
 

11AP: Complete ONLY the 11AP English Language and Composition Summer Assignment, which is 

required for entrance to the course. You are encouraged to read books of your choice this summer.  

 

Fiction Non-fiction 

As You Like It by William Shakespeare A Letter to America by David Boren 

Babe in Paradise by Marisa Silver A Walk in the Woods: Rediscovering America on the 

Appalachian Trail by Bill Bryson 

Cannery Row by John Steinbeck Battle Hymn of the Tiger Mom by Amy Chua 

Defending Jacob by William Landay Blink: the Power of Thinking without Thinking by 

Malcom Gladwell 

Fire From Heaven by Mary Renault Falling Through the Earth: A Memoir by Danielle 

Trussoni 

Freedom by Jonathan Franzen Gulp: Adventures on the Alimentary Canal by Mary 

Roach 

Jasmine by Bharati Mukherjee How to Write a Sentence and How to Read One by 

Stanley Fish 
Just Don’t Fall by Josh Sundquist Steve Jobs by Walter Isaacson 

The Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold The Abolition of Man by C. S. Lewis 

Nineteen Minutes by Jodi Picoult The Twenty-Five Books that Shaped America by 

Thomas C. Foster 

Say You’re One of Them by Uwem Akpan Wild: From Lost to Found on the Pacific Crest Trail 
by Cheryl Strayed 

The Awakening by Kate Chopin  

The New Yorker Stories by Ann Beattie  

The Old Man and the Sea by Earnest Hemingway  

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski  
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Directions: Complete the chart by recording examples of each of the following literary devices. For each 

example, include the quotation and an analysis of the quote. Be sure to cite the page number for each example. 

At the bottom of the page, write the theme of the book and include two examples that support the theme. 

 

Summer Assignment for English 11R, 11H, and 11AP 

Characterization Conflict Setting Imagery (anything that 

appeals to the senses) 

 
 

Theme: 

 

 

Example 1/Explanation: 

 

 

 

 

Example 2/Explanation: 
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 Conduct your own research into novels and plays that have been banned or challenged. The American 

Library Association website (www.ALA.org) is a great place to start your investigation. The American 

Library Association—ALA—along with many other literary organizations sponsors Banned Books Week 

in September so there is ample information for you to access on this topic. 

 

 Once you understand the concept of a banned or challenged book, choose a work from the following 

novels. 

 

o The Knockout Queen by Rufi Thorpe 

o Wrecked by Maria Padian 

o Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult 

o We Need to Talk About Kevin by Lionel Shriver 

o A Stolen Life by Jaycee Dugard 

o January First by Michael Schofield 

o Middlesex by Jeffrey Eugenides 

o The Brief Wondrous Life of Oscar Wao by Junot Diaz 

o Whale Talk by Chris Crutcher* 
 

 Read the book. Take notes as you read, once again, keeping in mind the book’s literary techniques such 

as characterization, point of view/narration, theme, tone, symbolism, etc., as well its appropriateness for 

English 11H. 

 

 As you read and consider the work, keep track of how you felt/what you thought about how appropriate 

this text is at different times in your reading. 

 
 

In the first weeks of school, be prepared to discuss and write about the following: 

 

1) Which text you chose? 

2) Why you chose it? 

3) How you decided its appropriateness for English 11H? 

4) Why it was banned/challenged? 

5) Do you agree? Why/why not? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

*Students in the English 11 Honors course will take part in an author visit from Chris Crutcher.  Chris Crutcher is an 

American author whose controversial writing has been frequently challenged.

Supplemental Summer Assignment for English 11H 
To be completed in addition to the 11th grade assignment attached 
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Overview: English 11AP focuses on the study of rhetoric (the effective use of language; the analysis of effective 

language use). Throughout the year, you will be reading many pieces of writing, both fiction and nonfiction, that 

will allow you to gain expertise in analyzing language as it conveys meaning. In preparation for this, you are to 

complete the following assignment: 

PART I: Read, annotate, and outline “I Have a Dream” by Martin Luther King (attached on the back of this 

packet): 

a. Read the piece once to get the gist of King’s argument. The argument you identify will guide 

your annotations and outline. 

b. On your second reading of the piece, annotate it to illustrate support for King’s argument. 

c. Be aware that annotating a piece of text does not mean simply underlining or highlighting. It 

means that you write notes—lots of notes—to explain those underlined/highlighted sections. 

d. Create a brief outline that identifies at least three examples of support for King’s argument: 

i. What is the argument? 

 

ii. Example # 1 (“One example of support for King’s argument is…” “This supports King’s 

argument because…”) 

 

 Provide a supporting quotation with analysis 

 

iii. Example # 2 (“A second example of support for King’s argument is…” “This supports 

King’s argument because…”) 

 

 Provide a supporting quotation with analysis 

 

iv. Example # 3 (“A third example of support for King’s argument is…” “This supports 

King’s argument because…”) 

 

 Provide a supporting quotation with analysis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

TURN OVER FOR PART II 

11AP English Language and Composition Summer Assignment 
 



 

PART II: Complete the following questions, providing full and detailed responses for each. Type your 

notes on a separate page—do NOT handwrite your responses below. 

 

 
1. Although King’s first statement (sentence) seems like a simple greeting, how is it actually very 

significant in his strategy? 

 

 

2. When a speaker uses an appeal, he is using language to persuade his audience to think, believe, and feel. 

We call these appeals logos, ethos, and pathos. Using specific examples from the text, identify three 

areas of the speech in which King’s language appeals to each of the following: 

a. Logos—use of reason and logic; how does King use logical and reasonable examples to support 

his argument? 

b. Ethos—believability, credibility; how does King present himself as authentic, honest, and 

believable? A man of integrity? 

c. Pathos: emotion, feelings; how does King create emotions in his audience? Anger, passion, rage, 

sympathy? 

 

 

 
3. Identify three significant metaphors King uses, cite them, and explain their function (contribution to 

meaning). 

 

 

 

 

 
4. Give three examples of King’s use of polar opposition (dark/light, depths/heights, etc.) 

 

 

 

 

 
5. Give three examples of King’s use of nature/weather. 

 

 

 

 

 
6. What is King’s warning on page 2, and how does he use it to justify unity between whites and blacks? 



 

Martin Luther King, Jr.’s “I Have a Dream” Speech 

 

I am happy to join with you today in what will go down in history as the greatest demonstration 

for freedom in the history of our nation. 

 

Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand today, signed the 

Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to 

millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a 

joyous daybreak to end the long night of their captivity. 

 

But one hundred years later, the Negro still is not free. One hundred years later, the life of the 

Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination. One 

hundred years later, the Negro lives on a lonely island of poverty in the midst of a vast ocean of 

material prosperity. One hundred years later, the Negro is still languished in the corners of 

American society and finds himself an exile in his own land. And so we've come here today to 

dramatize a shameful condition. 

 

In a sense we've come to our nation's capital to cash a check. When the architects of our republic 

wrote the magnificent words of the Constitution and the Declaration of Independence, they were 

signing a promissory note to which every American was to fall heir. This note was a promise that 

all men, yes, black men as well as white men, would be guaranteed the "unalienable Rights" of 

"Life, Liberty and the pursuit of Happiness." It is obvious today that America has defaulted on this 

promissory note, insofar as her citizens of color are concerned. Instead of honoring this sacred 

obligation, America has given the Negro people a bad check, a check which has come back 

marked "insufficient funds." 

 

But we refuse to believe that the bank of justice is bankrupt. We refuse to believe that there are 

insufficient funds in the great vaults of opportunity of this nation. And so, we've come to cash this 

check, a check that will give us upon demand the riches of freedom and the security of justice. 

 

We have also come to this hallowed spot to remind America of the fierce urgency of Now. This is 

no time to engage in the luxury of cooling off or to take the tranquilizing drug of gradualism. Now 

is the time to make real the promises of democracy. Now is the time to rise from the dark and 

desolate valley of segregation to the sunlit path of racial justice. Now is the time to lift our nation 

from the quicksands of racial injustice to the solid rock of brotherhood. Now is the time to make 

justice a reality for all of God's children. 

 

It would be fatal for the nation to overlook the urgency of the moment. This sweltering summer of 

the Negro's legitimate discontent will not pass until there is an invigorating autumn of freedom 

and equality. Nineteen sixty-three is not an end, but a beginning. And those who hope that the 

Negro needed to blow off steam and will now be content will have a rude awakening if the nation 

returns to business as usual. And there will be neither rest nor tranquility in America until the 

Negro is granted his citizenship rights. The whirlwinds of revolt will continue to shake the 

foundations of our nation until the bright day of justice emerges. 

 

But there is something that I must say to my people, who stand on the warm threshold which leads 

into the palace of justice: In the process of gaining our rightful place, we must not be guilty of 

wrongful deeds. Let us not seek to satisfy our thirst for freedom by drinking from the cup of 

bitterness and hatred. We must forever conduct our struggle on the high plane of dignity and 

discipline. We must not allow our creative protest to degenerate into physical violence. Again and 

again, we must rise to the majestic heights of meeting physical force with soul force. 



 

The marvelous new militancy which has engulfed the Negro community must not lead us to a 

distrust of all white people, for many of our white brothers, as evidenced by their presence here 

today, have come to realize that their destiny is tied up with our destiny. And they have come to 

realize that their freedom is inextricably bound to our freedom. 

 

We cannot walk alone. 

 

And as we walk, we must make the pledge that we shall always march ahead. 

We cannot turn back. 

There are those who are asking the devotees of civil rights, "When will you be satisfied?" We can 

never be satisfied as long as the Negro is the victim of the unspeakable horrors of police brutality. 

We can never be satisfied as long as our bodies, heavy with the fatigue of travel, cannot gain 

lodging in the motels of the highways and the hotels of the cities. We cannot be satisfied as long 

as the negro's basic mobility is from a smaller ghetto to a larger one. We can never be satisfied as 

long as our children are stripped of their self-hood and robbed of their dignity by signs stating: 

"For Whites Only." We cannot be satisfied as long as a Negro in Mississippi cannot vote and a 

Negro in New York believes he has nothing for which to vote. No, no, we are not satisfied, and we 

will not be satisfied until "justice rolls down like waters, and righteousness like a mighty stream." 

 

I am not unmindful that some of you have come here out of great trials and tribulations. Some of 

you have come fresh from narrow jail cells. And some of you have come from areas where your 

quest -- quest for freedom left you battered by the storms of persecution and staggered by the 

winds of police brutality. You have been the veterans of creative suffering. Continue to work with 

the faith that unearned suffering is redemptive. Go back to Mississippi, go back to Alabama, go 

back to South Carolina, go back to Georgia, go back to Louisiana, go back to the slums and 

ghettos of our northern cities, knowing that somehow this situation can and will be changed. 

 

 
 

Let us not wallow in the valley of despair, I say to you today, my friends. 

 

And so even though we face the difficulties of today and tomorrow, I still have a dream. It is a 

dream deeply rooted in the American dream. 

 

I have a dream that one day this nation will rise up and live out the true meaning of its creed: "We 

hold these truths to be self-evident, that all men are created equal." 

 

I have a dream that one day on the red hills of Georgia, the sons of former slaves and the sons of 

former slave owners will be able to sit down together at the table of brotherhood. 

 

I have a dream that one day even the state of Mississippi, a state sweltering with the heat of 

injustice, sweltering with the heat of oppression, will be transformed into an oasis of freedom and 

justice. 

 

I have a dream that my four little children will one day live in a nation where they will not be 

judged by the color of their skin but by the content of their character. 

 

I have a dream today! 



 

I have a dream that one day, down in Alabama, with its vicious racists, with its governor having 

his lips dripping with the words of "interposition" and "nullification" -- one day right there in 

Alabama little black boys and black girls will be able to join hands with little white boys and 

white girls as sisters and brothers. 

 

I have a dream today! 

 

I have a dream that one day every valley shall be exalted, and every hill and mountain shall be 

made low, the rough places will be made plain, and the crooked places will be made straight; "and 

the glory of the Lord shall be revealed and all flesh shall see it together." 

 

This is our hope, and this is the faith that I go back to the South with. 

 

With this faith, we will be able to hew out of the mountain of despair a stone of hope. With this 

faith, we will be able to transform the jangling discords of our nation into a beautiful symphony of 

brotherhood. With this faith, we will be able to work together, to pray together, to struggle 

together, to go to jail together, to stand up for freedom together, knowing that we will be free one 

day. 

 

And this will be the day -- this will be the day when all of God's children will be able to sing with 

new meaning: 

 

My country 'tis of thee, sweet land of liberty, of thee I sing. 

Land where my fathers died, land of the Pilgrim's pride, 

From every mountainside, let freedom ring! 

And if America is to be a great nation, this must become true. 

 

And so let freedom ring from the prodigious hilltops of New Hampshire. 

Let freedom ring from the mighty mountains of New York. 

Let freedom ring from the heightening Alleghenies of Pennsylvania. 

Let freedom ring from the snow-capped Rockies of Colorado. 

Let freedom ring from the curvaceous slopes of California. 

But not only that: 

Let freedom ring from Stone Mountain of Georgia. 

 

Let freedom ring from Lookout Mountain of Tennessee. 

 

Let freedom ring from every hill and molehill of Mississippi. 

From every mountainside, let freedom ring. 



 

And when this happens, when we allow freedom ring, when we let it ring from every village and 

every hamlet, from every state and every city, we will be able to speed up that day when all of 

God's children, black men and white men, Jews and Gentiles, Protestants and Catholics, will be 

able to join hands and sing in the words of the old Negro spiritual: 

 

Free at last! Free at last! 

 

Thank God Almighty, we are free at last! 


